
  US Naval History for the Month of February


Key February Naval History Events 
· Feb 1, 1908: USS Mississippi (BB-23) is commissioned; later becomes the first ship to operate with airplanes.
· Feb 5, 1942: National Naval Medical Center is established in Bethesda, Maryland.
· Feb 7, 1965: Navy aircraft begin Operation Flaming Dart I, striking North Vietnam.
· Feb 12, 1947: USS Cusk (SS-348) becomes the first submarine to launch a guided missile.
· Feb 17, 1864: The Confederate submarine H.L. Hunley becomes the first to sink an enemy warship (USS Housatonic).
· Feb 17, 1973: The USS Jesse L. Brown (DE-1089) is commissioned, named for the first African-American naval aviator.
· Feb 18, 1991: During Operation Desert Storm, USS Tripoli (LPH-10) and USS Princeton (CG-59) are damaged by mines in the Persian Gulf.
· Feb 23, 1945: Marines raise the U.S. flag on Mount Suribachi, Iwo Jima.
· Feb 27, 1991: President George H.W. Bush declares Kuwait liberated, suspending offensive combat operations.
· Feb 28, 1919: The Navy Cross and Navy Distinguished Service Medal are authorized by Congress. 

